AP WORLD HISTORY
SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 2017
North Gwinnett High School
Mr. Blankenship, Mrs. Carlisle, Mr. Freeman

About the APWH course:
AP World History develops an understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts, including
interactions over time. This non-traditional approach uses the Historical Thinking Skills of analysis,
interpretation, comparison, contextualization, synthesis, causation, continuity and change over time,
periodization/turning point, and argumentation to understand the content on a deeper and more connected
level. AP World looks at the common threads of humanity—trade, religion, politics, society, &
technology—and investigates how each have changed and continued over time. The course traces the human
experience from the emergence of Neolithic cultures to the 21st Century, C.E., emphasizing the habits of
mind, writing skills, and content knowledge characteristic of a college-level world history course. Students
will devote considerable time to the critical evaluation of primary & secondary sources, writing, and
participation in classroom discussions/Socratic seminars.
Summer Assignment Break Down:
Students taking Advancement Placement World History will have to complete a (2) part summer assignment by
the beginning of the 2017-2018 school year.
A) You will have to check out the textbook that you will use in AP World History next year. We also
HIGHLY suggest that you purchase the Amsco study book, which can be found at
https://www.perfectionlearning.com/social-studies/advanced-placement/world-history-ap-exam.html - This
needs to be done BEFORE you leave for summer break because you will have to answer some questions
and study for an assessment (exam grade) that will be given on Tuesday, August 8th.
B) You will need to watch the film Ghandi (1982), which will be quizzed over on the second week of school.

BEFORE YOU LEAVE FOR THE SUMMER:
Beginning on the second (Final Exam) testing day you must come to ONE of the following teacher’s classrooms
to check out your textbook for next year:
 Mr. Blankenship – room 612 (2-story building)
 Mrs. Carlisle – room 613 (2-story building)
 Mr. Freeman – room 615 (2-story building)
The textbook for next year: Traditions and Encounters – A Global Perspective on
the Past by Jerry Bentley. You will need this textbook in order to complete (Part I) of the summer
assignment. Don’t forget about the Amsco book mentioned above. The Advanced Placement World
History curriculum is divided into (6) time periods. The first time period is (8000 B.C.E. to 600
B.C.E.) and makes up 5% of the AP Exam. The information below is the syllabus for that section
from the College Board. You are to use it as a guide as you read chapters one through six (pp. 3 –
pp. 155). You do not have to answer any questions but you will be given an exam on Tuesday,
August 8th over the content below. This is from the AP World History Framework found here:
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-world-history-course-and-examdescription.pdf starting on page 43 of the PDF. The students should become very familiar with this
throughout the year and use the information on the right (learning targets that are often repeated
throughout) and the left (specific content related to the learning targets on the left) as a guide for their
note-taking. If you are unable to check out the textbook before the end of the school year, you may to
the main office to check it out during the summer.

